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take an active part in affairs He was, so the govern-
ment thought, too clever and too popular
The year passed quietly enough, but in view of the
intense agitation that later occurred over the fortifica-
tions in the Spanish zone, it is of interest to note that
during September, the defences of the western group
'were increased by six batteries in position
When the New Year opened, the auspices were far
from favourable During January the Left Wing poli-
ticians levelled a series of accusations against the con-
duct of the African army during the Asturian opera-
tions, a danger signal which was duly noted by the
officers in Spanish Morocco Then on February i6th
1936 the elections were held in Spam, and the
Popular Front gained a victory, largely at the expense
of the Centre, which placed them in office with a con-
siderable majority From this time onwards affairs on
the Peninsula went from bad to worse. Andalusia was
lit up by the blaze of burning churches; supporters of
the Right soon filled the prisons, and the Falangist
party, under the leadership of Don Antonio de Rivera,
a son of the Marques de EsteEa, which up to now had
not attracted many followers, began to gain ground.
The possession of arms was forbidden, but e\ ery one
carried them The Communists, exulting in the fact
that the Guardia Civil and the police appeared to have
orders not to interfere with them, looted churches,
interfered with peaceable citizens, and whenever ap-
portunity occurred, attacked Falangistas—and there
were reprisals
At first there did not on the surface appear to be very
much reaction in Spanish Morocco, and those un-
familiar with the country and people may well be
excused for having considered the situation to be

